SCORE CHORALSERIES IMI 6228-VI

Tsippi Fleischer

Girl-Butterfly-Girl, Op. 4

Song no. 4 from the song cycle “Girl-Butterfly-Girl”
For mixed choir and piano (1977/1983)
Text: Unsi al-Hajj (Sung in Hebrew)
Duration: 3 minutes
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Tsippi Fleischer (b. 1946) is considered the first internationally-established woman composer from the Middle

East; she has been marked for her contribution to contemporary music, and received many international awards
and residency scholarships. Her academic achievements also include Bachelor’s degrees in music theory and
composition and in Oriental Studies, and Master’s degrees in Music Education and in Semitic Linguistics; in 1995,
she was awarded a PhD in Musicology for her dissertation on Cherubini's Medée. Her works have been performed
in over 40 cities around the world (including major cultural capitals) by renowned soloists, ensembles, choirs and
orchestras, and preserved on over 20 commercial CDs.

Tsippi Fleischer's music brings together diverse stylistic and cultural influences, including the languages and musical
styles of the Middle East (from ancient languages to modern Hebrew and Arabic), and European traditions from
the Renaissance to the avant-garde and electronic music. Her oeuvre includes: seven symphonies; five operas; two
oratorios; the cantata «Like Two Branches», based on a poem by a 6th-century Arab poetess, which represents the
culmination of the composer's stylistic achievement; a large number of song cycles; multi-media works in ancient
Semitic languages; and more.

For several decades, Dr. Tsippi Fleischer lectured at the Department of Music, Levinsky College of Education, Tel
Aviv, and served as Special Projects and Forums Moderator there. She taught several generations of musicians who
are now making their mark on the Israeli and international music scene in composition, conducting, performance
and education. Since her retirement from regular teaching in 2005, alongside her intense activity as a composer,
she has been summarizing her impressive decades-long period of music teaching and research into the history and
analysis of Hebrew song, including the two-volume treatise, «The Harmonization of Songs», and the large-scale
monograph «Matti Caspi: The Magic and the Enigman.

More details, including a comprehensive work-list, bibliography and discography, are available on the composer’s
website, http;//www.tsippi-fleischer.com.
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Unsi al-Hajj - born in 1939 to a family of intellectuals and writers, is a prolific poet and active journalist in
Beirut. He made his mark as a poet in the «Shir» Quarterly with his surprisingly free style, foreign to the
spirit of Arabic poetry, and with the distincly surrealistic nature of his poems. All his poems are rhymeless

and meterless and he consistently disregards. the normative rules of Arabic syntax.

Sasson Somekh, scholar and translator of contemporary Arabic poetry, is professor in this field at Tel

Aviv University , and served as visiting professor at Princeton University, Cambridge university and

Oxford University during the 80s. Born in Baghdad in 1933, in his youth he was in contact with the most
important of Iraqi poets and had his own work published in Iraqi journals. He came to Israel in 1951 sonce
when he has published translations and critical essays in the Israeli press, both in Hebrew and Arabic.

In 1953, together with Prof. David Semah, he established the Associntion of Friends of Arabic Literature

in Israel. His doctoral dissertation was devoted to the novels of the Egyptian writer Nagib Mahfuz. His
translations often achieve the heights of poetry in their own right.
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Girl-Butterfly-Girl
Unsi al-Hajj

A girl dreamed that she was a butterfly
When she arose

She did not know if she was

A girl who had dreamed she was a butterfly
Or

Abutterfly dreaming that it was a girl.
Hundreds of years went by,

Children,

In the evening, a gentle breeze

A girl, a boy, are running like a butterfly
Dreaming It's a girl and boy

Dreaming they're a butterfly...

All was torn apart outside.

Children,

A butterfly.

English translation: Gila Abrahamson

Khalma na'ara shehi parpar
‘Uvekuma

Velo yad'a ‘Im hi

Na'ara shekhalma shehi parpar
0

Parpar hakholem shehu na‘ara.
‘Avru me'ot bashanim,
Yeladim,

‘Uvalayla nashav ruakh kal
Na'ara vena‘ar ratsim kefarpar
Hakholtm shehu na'ara vena'ar
Hakholmim shehem parpar...
‘Uvakhuts nitkara,

Yeladim,

Parpar.
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